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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to communications: Application filed on 03/2 1/01 which claims 
domestic priority to Provisional Application 60247842 filed on 1 1/10/00 and the IDS filed on 
07/20/01, 

2. Claims 1-26 are pending in the case. Claims 1, 15-16, and 20 are independent claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1, 4-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Forcier (US- 
5,953,735 09/14/99). 

-In regard to independent claim 1, Forcier teach a method for editing documents on a 
computer system: 

inserting an insertion point icon (gesture prompt symbol) at a first position in an 
electronic document (column 14, lines 5-10); 

receiving one more user inputs indicating movement from said first position to a second 
position (column 14, lines 16-17); 
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responsive to said one or more user inputs (pen/stylus down location), displaying an 
origin icon (gesture prompt symbol) at said first position (column 14, lines 5-10)(Fig. 4: 50), and 
displaying a moving icon (gesture line stroke)(column 14, lines 56-57)(Fig. 4: 54, 56, 58, and 60) 
at said second position (Fig. 7B); and 

moving one or more portions of said electronic document responsive to one or more user 
inputs (column 14, lines 55-67)(Fig. 7A-B). 

-In regard to dependent claims 4, 17, and 18, Forcier teach wherein said one or more 
of said user inputs (first and second locations) (column 14, lines 5-22) was generated using a 
stylus (column 7, lines 2-4)(Fig. 2: 14). 

-In regard to dependent claim 5, Forcier teach comprising the step of displaying a 
connection line (Fig. 4: 51) between said origin icon (Fig. 4: 50) and said moving icon as said 
moving gesture stroke icon moves (column 14, lines 8-22). 

-In regard to dependent claim 6, Forcier teach comprising the step of displaying a 
connection line (Fig. 4: 41) between said origin icon (Fig. 4: 50) and a point on a margin (Fig. 
7Q & 7S) of said electronic document corresponding to said second position (columns 15-16, 
lines 48-67 & 1-3). 

-In regard to dependent claim 7, Forcier teach comprising the step moving said moving 
icon responsive to said user stylus input (gesture stroke), and keeping said origin icon stationary 
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while said moving icon moves (column 14, lines 8-22) to the length of the gesture stroke 
(column 14, lines 56-57). 

-In regard to dependent claims 8 and 11, Forcier teach wherein the step of moving 
further comprises the step of inserting (Fig. 4A) or deleting (Fig. 4B) space (column 14, lines 55- 
67) between said first position and said second position (Fig. 7B & 7C). 

-In regard to dependent claims 9 and 12, Forcier teach wherein said electronic 
document was a text document having directional flow (column 6, lines 52-55)(Fig. 7 A), and 
said moved portion (Fig. 7B: Everything to the right of "This is a printed script.") of said 
document was located downstream, from said first position (user selected gesture prompt)(Fig. 4: 
50) prior to said step of moving said one or more portions of said document (Fig. 7A: Prior 
location of moved portion). 

-In regard to dependent claims 10 and 13, Forcier teach wherein said deleted space 
was contiguous space within said document (Fig. 7C). Forcier also teaches preserving certain 
relationships of data during user editing such as words and paragraphs (Abstract: lines 14-18). 
Forcier further teaches a user input (gesture stroke) could indicate movement beyond a page in 
the document containing multiple pages wherein data could be moved to successive pages 
(columns 8 & 15, lines 44-46 & 50-55). So based on the teachings of preserving data 
relationships, a user gesture moving document data beyond a single page document (column 8, 



Application/Control Number: 09/8 13,354 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2178 

lines 1 8-20) or that last page of a multi-page document would be terminated by virtue of the lack 
of space to which to move the document data. 

-In regard to dependent claim 14, Forcier teach a computer-readable medium having 
executable instructions for carrying out the steps of claims 1 (column 2, lines 66-67)(Fig. 2: 10). 

-In regard to independent claims 15 and 16, Forcier teach a portable computing device 
having a display (Fig. 1:16) and a stylus (Fig. 1: 14), a method of editing documents comprising; 

displaying a portion of said electronic document on said display (Fig. 7 A); 

generating a first icon (gesture prompt symbol)(Fig. 4: 50) at a first location in said 
electronic document responsive to a user input (column 14, 5-15); 

detecting movement of said stylus from said first location to a second location in the 
document (column 14, lines 16-17), wherein the second location was different from the first 
location (Fig. 7A-B: moving the location the second sentence to the right); 

and responsive to the movement, moving a portion of said electronic document to either 
increase (column 14, lines 55-58)(Fig. 7A) or delete space (column 14, lines 59-67)(Fig.7C) in 
said electronic document between the two locations. 

-In regard to dependent claims 19, 21, and 22, Forcier teach wherein said second user 
input identification (gesture line stroke)(Fig. 4: 54, 56, 58, 60) identifies movement from said 
first location by dragging said stylus across a portion of a digitizer (column 14, lines 16-22). 
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-In regard to independent claim 20, Forcier teach a system comprising: 

a stylus (Fig. 1: 14); 

a processor (Fig. 1: 10); and 

a digitizer (Fig. 1: 12); 

wherein responsive to one or more user inputs, said processor causes an insertion point 
icon (gesture prompt symbol)(column 14, lines 5-15)(Fig. 4: 50) displayed on said digitizer to 
become two icons (gesture prompt icon and gesture line stroke)(Fig. 4: 50, 54, 56, etc), wherein 
moving said moving icon was responsive to said user stylus input (gesture stroke), and keeping 
said origin icon (gesture prompt symbol) stationary while said moving icon moves (column 14, 
lines 8-22) to the length of the gesture stroke (column 14, lines 56-57). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 



5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 2-3 and 23-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 



Forcier (US-5,953,735 09/14/99). 
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-In regard to dependent claims 2 and 23, Forcier teach wherein the shape of the 
insertion point icon (gesture prompt symbol)(Fig. 4: 50) can be varied (column 14, lines 8-15). 
Forcier does not specifically teach wherein one of the shapes of the insertion point icon included 
one or more directional indicators. However, Forcier does implicitly teach wherein the initial 
insertion point icon was bound by directional indicators (Fig. 6C) used to calculate possible 
movements from an initial point "x" (column 21, lines 42-67). It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention, for Forcier' s variable insertion point icons 
to have displayed their implicit directional indicators for possible future movements, because it 
would have provided the obvious advantage of giving the user a quick intuitive guide to which 
directional gestures were allowed by the prompt, wherein the basic function of any icon was to 
provide a graphical representation to help users make easy informed selections. 

-In regard to dependent claims 3 and 24, Forcier teach wherein said moving icon 
(gesture line stroke) included a directional indicator (i.e. stroke direction arrow head)(Fig. 4: 54, 
56, 58, 60). Forcier also teach, as shown above in regards to claim 7, that the insertion point icon 
was stationary and said moving icon was movable. As discussed above in claim 2, Forcier does 
not specifically teach wherein on of the shapes of the insertion point icon included one or more 
directional indicators. However, Forcier does implicitly teach wherein the initial insertion point 
icon was bound by directional indicators (Fig. 6C) used to calculate possible movements from an 
initial point "x" (column 21, lines 42-67). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention, for Forcier 5 s variable insertion point icons to have displayed 
their implicit directional indicators for possible future movements, because it would have 
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provided the obvious advantage of giving the user a quick intuitive guide to which directional 
gestures were allowed by the prompt, wherein the basic function of any icon was to provide a 
graphical representation to help users make easy informed selections. 

-In regard to dependent claim 25, Forcier teach wherein said directional indicator of 
said stationary and said moving objects are located internal (i.e. within the text) (Fig. 7B) to an 
area of an electronic document (i.e. effected text) between said stationary prompt symbol and 
said moving icon. 

-In regard to dependent claim 26, Forcier teach wherein said directional indicator of 
said stationary and said moving icons are located external (i.e. in the margin) (column 15, lines 
48-53)(Fig. 7Q) to an area of an electronic document (i.e. effected text) between said stationary 
and moving icon. 



Conclusion 



7. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 



disclosure. 



US-6,525,749 



02-2003 



Moran et al. 



US-5,23 1,698 



07-1993 



Forcier 



US-6,683,631 



01-2004 



Carroll 



Application/Control Number: 09/813,354 
Art Unit: 2178 



Page 9 



US-5,613,019 



03-1997 



Altman et al. 



8. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Adam L Basehoar whose telephone number is (703) 305-7212. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 7:30am - 4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Herndon can be reached on (703) 308-5186. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306, 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



ALB 




